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Sunday
Schedule

8:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study

10:00 a.m.
Celebrative Worship
Service &
Church School

Following worship
Fellowship and
Refreshments

Bus transportation
available to/from church

Wednesday
Prayer & Healing Service
12:00 Noon

Lenten Lalapaloozas

Once when | was on pilgrimage to
Ireland, we went to visit Newgrange, an
ancient site (c. 3000 B.C.!) in the Boyne
Valley with stone and rock formations
that were Dbreathless to behold.
Mammoth boulders! Huge rocks! And
covered with carvings: swirls, concentric
circles, diamonds, striations arranged
almost to look like the waves of the sea.

It was a truly astonishing experience.
First, because the stones did not come
from that area, but had to be hauled
from miles away: what kind of a
conveyance could they have possibly
devised to transport the stones that size
to the site? How on earth (forgive the
pun!) did our ancient ancestors arrange
(lift and move) the stones? What did
the carvings mean? Was this a worship
space, after all? What did they worship
or whom? This was over 5,000 years
ago!

But the most astonishing rock formation
(for me) at the site was the massive
yurt-shaped building with the stones
arranged so that the vernal equinox
allowed a yrst sliver of light to penetrate
the dark mass. We could crawl inside
and we did, in nearly total darkness
with the help of a lot of hands and some
pashlights. (It was about two stories
high.) Once inside, we turned off our
pashlights and the guide took his light
beam and shined it through the slit
so that we had the experience of what
it must have been like to wait for that
moment when the yrst light of spring
announced the change in seasons.

I always think of Newgrange when we
get around to the beginning of Lent.
The season begins in a lot of darkness,

grubbing around through heavy rock
(oh, our sins and burdens!) with only a
little pashlight in hand but gradually, as
we move through the darkness toward
spring, the light grows and grows until
Easter. And for me, there’s something
in that parable of sitting in the darkness
and the dankness and the dreariness
in New Grange (oh, Lent/late winter)
and moving toward the light that ynally
comes at Easter (happy spring) that
describes our journey of faith together.

Lent starts in a couple of weeks on the
17" and offers us once again cE not
dreary music and sad moods ce but the
opportunity to get ready for the shaft of
light that can penetrate our darkness
and change everything. The truth is
we have the conveyance for change:
the scriptures. Both Hebrew and
Christian scriptures prescribe prayer,
fasting and works of mercy as
spiritual disciplines to help us turn
our lives around (that’'s repentance)
in preparation for the new light that is
coming (that's the Risen Lord).

Thenthere’sworship (Ash Wednesday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
every Sunday). Don’t forget prayer
and healing services every Wednesday.
And works of mercy? Join Citizen
Circle, the Homeless Stand-down, Fifth
Monday meal, etc. Need fellowship?
Grab your brother/sister’s hand, offer
him/her a little of _ommam
Christ’s light as we
walk through the
dark toward the light
together. Beside you,
faithful, your Interim
Pastor, Terri
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EEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE |

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Isa 6: 1-8 (9-13)

Ps 138
1Cor15:1-11
Luke 5: 1-11
Worship Theme: Into the Deep
UCC Women'’s Week, Feb. 7-14

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Preacher: Rev Dr. Val Lassiter
Scripture Readings:

Ex 34: 29-35
Ps 99
2Cor3:12-4:2
Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43)

Worship Theme: Astounding Glory
Racial Justice Sunday/Valentine’s Day

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Preacher: TBA
Scripture Readings:

Deut 26: 1-11
Ps91:1-2,9-16
Rom 10: 8b-13
Luke 4: 1-13
Worship Theme: Wilderness Companions

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Gen 15: 1-12, 17-18
Ps 27
Phil 3: 17-4: 1
Luke 13: 31-35
Worship Theme: Strong and Tender
Seminary Sunday/Church Vocations Sunday

HEALING
SERVICES

Healing and Prayer
Services, conducted
by Pastor Terri, with
music by Tim Robson,
will continue every
Wednesday from
noon to 12:30 PM throughout February.
Visitors from the Cleveland Clinic are
welcome to attend and our own members
are urged to come and bring a friend or
neighbor in need of prayer, healing, and
meditation.
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ANNUAL SOUL FOOD SAMPLER FEBRUARY 28

The Fellowship and Community Life Ministry has con rmed a Soul Food Sampler
to be held after worship on February 28th, in celebration of Black History Month
and the fellowship enjoyed by members and friends of EACC over a very diverse
meal.

This year we would like to celebrate the contributions of Haitian culture, so dig
out your Creole recipes and other favorites!

A sign-up sheet will be available in the parlor in February for all members and
friends to indicate what dish you will contribute to this festive meal.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

The Adult Bible Study group that meets in the Conference
Room every Sunday morning at 8:45AM under the leadership
of Al Parks will be reading and discussing the following
scripture passages in February:

February 7 ....... Matthew 15:21-28
February 14 .. .. .. Matthew 16:13-27
February 21 ...... Matthew 17:1-12
February 28 ...... Matthew 26:6-13

SATURDAY FUN

Saturday Fun, a learning and enrichment program for children
from 6-16, has the following activities planned for February:

February 13
February 27  eld trip to the Science Center, $5

Refreshments are served at all Saturday Fun events. Please
call the church of ce (216-791-5200) or Cheryl Wacasey (216-
513-8006) by Wednesday to reserve your spot.

crafts, no charge

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE

Members of the Pastoral Search Committee report that after 26 meetings they
have started to receive numerous applications for the position of senior pastor
of our congregation. They are encouraged by this response and will continue
to read over these dossiers as they come in, in order to nd the best possible
candidate.

CHRISTIAN ENLISTMENT COMMITTEE

The 2009 enlistment program fell $1,500 short of our $125,000 goal. The church
will send letters to members who submitted pledges thanking them for their
support. In January, members of the committee met with Margaret Mills of the
Western Reserve Association, to explore ways to develop a year-round enlistment
program. Stay tuned!

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

What s the News; What s the Happening??? EACC s Publicity Committee will be
gathering soon to talk about how we can get the good news of what is happening
at Euclid Avenue Congregational Church out into the hedges and byways of the
community.

Join the Team. Contact Ann Drysdale or Charlene Higginbotham.
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MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR

| want to share some thoughts on a trend | ve noticed at EACC
in recent years that concerns me and some other members,
notably David Buckle. But | want to try to address the issue
here for the thought and re ection of our members. | refer to
the tendency to concentrate most of our activity on Sundays.
| put it this way because, as most churches, a signi cant part
of our church activity is in Sunday worship, and by holding our
ministry meetings on Sundays after worship, the result is that a
huge part of our gathered church life is con ned to Sundays.

Part of my concern about this trend lies in the realm of the
practical and logistic. By using Sunday after worship to
conduct the bulk of our church s business, we curtail our social
engagement and limit our interaction. As soon as we get our
coffee or juice, it is time to get to a meeting. Recognizing
this problem, the Council of Ministries last fall even considered
designating the occasional fth Sunday as a Fellowship Sunday,
when we would just spend time with each other. But then, it
was discovered that even that Sunday was reserved for the
Usher s meeting. So the plan was cancelled.

Another unfortunate result of this pattern is that our
ministries work is sometimes delayed by all-church activities.
This occurred last September, when a perfect storm of
Homecoming, Congregational meeting, and planned retreat
all conjoined in one month to prevent several Ministries from
meeting. With a small membership such as ours, in which the
same individuals may drive the church van, teach a class, usher
on a given Sunday, and be part of a Ministry, concentrating
our activities to Sundays is bound to create con icts.

Although these con icts are real and hard to manage, to me
the larger issues are more disturbing: namely, what kind of
message are we sending to ourselves and to others by making
the choice to con ne most of our activity to Sundays? For one
thing, we help to solidify in our minds the image of ours as a
Sunday Church. Some people say to a person What church
do you, or does s/he go to? | dont say that because, to me,
a church is not a place where one goes but a community
that one is a part of, a group one shares life with. But by
designating Sunday as both the day of worship and business,
we contribute to the notion of church as a place to go on
Sundays. We also send this message to the community. If
our lights are dark, except in the sanctuary, and our parking
lot empty during the week, we contribute to the community s
image of our church as a place where little happens except on
Sundays.

This is an issue we need to bear in mind, especially as we
prepare to welcome a new settled pastor. What message will
we send her or him when the new pastor discovers that we are
a church that prefers to do its business on the same day it does
its worship? If a pastor is looking for vitality in a congregation,
does our Sundays only choice convey that idea? More to the

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REPORTS 3

point, what message do we send ourselves? Does this choice
we make to keep our building dark and our parking lot empty
during the week erode the image we ourselves maintain of
ours as a vital church, where people gather to do God s work?
Long ago, when | was a member of a church in Chesterland,
a man who lived across the street in that exurban community
sent his children to our church and occasionally attended
himself. He was honest about his reasons for choosing us:
he called us Our Lady of the Holy Convenience. Do we send
ourselves a message about commitment or convenience
by our Sundays only choice? And how do we square our
commitment to give our whole lives to Jesus if we make
our regular monthly meeting obligations from a desire for
convenience? As the competing claims on Sunday call, do
we sometimes even curtail our Ministry s business because
people need to get home?

Interestingly, this pattern does not hold true throughout our
churchslife. Our choirs practice during the week; our Council of
Ministries meets on Wednesday nights; the search committee,
as Noreen Roderick mentioned at the Annual Meeting, has
held 26 meetings this year, and not one on a Sunday. The
Womens Association meets every Tuesday, and the Mens
Council meets on Saturdays. Even one of our ministries, to
its credit, has discovered the problems inherent in Sunday
meetings and begun meeting on Saturdays. But for some
reason, most of our Ministries cling to the pattern of meeting
on Sundays, and if the plans noted in the items handed to
me after the Annual Meeting are followed, will continue to do
so. The business of our church is no longer done by boards,
and committees are limited to a few. Our business is done
by Ministries. As the tag line goes, How s that working out
for you?

| recognize that some of our members are older and prefer not
to drive after dark, that work demands for those fortunate to
be employed are more stringent than in the past, that family
responsibilities make schedules tight, and that few of us live
near the church. But are these the real reasons for our chosen
pattern, or are we just in a rut and can t see outside the box,
(to mix metaphors) and haven t been presented with reasons
to do so? Some may also observe that its easy for one who
has retired from working to make such a case. But those who
have known me for a long time know that | have long held
and often voiced this position and attended many evening
meetings during the week while employed.

| dont want to belabor the point nor seem judgmental. In
some ways this trend I m discussing is as much a curiosity
to me as a disappointment. But given the points | ve made
here, and given the fact that now we both enter a new year
and anticipate new pastoral leadership, it seems a good time
to raise the issue for our thought and consideration. As |ve
noted, this is a decision we make. And this may be time for
change. Dean Sieck

DIRECTORY INFORMATION NEEDED

Directory Information cards were mailed to
members in January. All members, including
youth of the church, are encouraged to report
any changes in their contact information via
this card. Additional cards are available in the
parlor on the visitor s table.







