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THANK-FULL
The world is so full of a number of things, I�m sure we should all be as happy as kings.

Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-94)

This time of year I start to get a little antsy. 
Maybe it is the gathering darkness of fall/
early winter. Maybe it is the Christmas deco-
rations (already!?) appearing in the stores. Or 
perhaps it has more to do with the fact that 
the heat is now on in the house until spring-
time, which seems an endless time away 
and every morning that dog-walk gets a little 
colder.

Whatever it is ---and it is probably a combina-
tion of all of the above and more---I do get 
antsy, even a little panicky: will I have time to 
get it all done before Christmas? Where will 
I spend the holidays this year? What to buy 
for the grandchildren that they don�t already 
have? Who will help out with all the work 
related to Advent? Fret, fret,----And then I re-
member, with joy, Thanksgiving!

It has always been a holiday of great celebra-
tion and joy for me, mainly because my long-
longed-for baby sister was born on Thanks-
giving Day. She turned my world and my 
family�s world upside down! She rede�ned 
Thanksgiving for us. Then 50 years later, 
my �rst grandchild was born on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. And she rede�ned Thanksgiving yet 
again.

Thanksgiving--- for me means thanks be 
to God for the blessing of life. I can�t think of 
the holiday without remembering that twice 
God has blessed my family with new life. In 
a newly published book by Captain Chesley 
Sullenberger---(remember him? The pilot of 
US Airways Flight #1549 that landed in the 
Hudson this past winter?)---that theme, thank-
fulness for life, dominates.

Capt. Sullenberger describes how the events 
of that day had long been prepared for as 
the result of all his life experiences and train-
ing. At one point in his marriage when he 
and his wife couldn�t conceive, they decided 
to adopt. No bitterness, no why, me whining. 
Just thanks be to God for all the gifts God be-

stows. That attitude invites new life and love 
into one�s life.

That attitude, that dedication to the sacred-
ness of every life aboard that airplane  came 
to Capt. Sullenberger after nearly half a centu-
ry of living with gratitude. All of Sullenberger�s 
decisions on the fateful day and all the days 
that have come since then have con�rmed 
his belief in the preciousness of human life. 
With none of the conceit and pride of life, 
�Sully� describes his belief in and love for life.

It is simply a love for life! Does that sound Pol-
lyannish to you? Then ask yourself, for what 
am I truly grateful this Thanksgiving? Think 
about all the gifts God has already given you, 
all the ways God has carefully led you and 
prepared you for today! What we begin to re-
alize, as we ponder this huge mystery, is that 
God has showered us with blessings! He is 
the guarantee that we lack nothing (Ps. 23).

Try this experiment over the next few days 
until Thanksgiving. Every evening, say/write 
down three things for which you are grateful 
for that day. Then say �why� you are grateful. 
Then describe the impact the event had on 
you. For example, I might say I am grateful for 
a person, call her �Liz�. Why? Because of the 
way she keeps the of�ce running. Impact? Liz 
reminds me to stay focused with my work.

Try doing this daily, like taking a vitamin. I 
guarantee that by Thanksgiving Day, you will 
be singing the praises of God for giving you 
life and for giving you the gift to share life 
with others. That is, after all, the meaning of 
the Greek word, eucharist: �thanks-giving� to 
God for the gift of new 
life in Christ. 

May the Giver of all good 
gifts make us all truly 
thank-full this season.

With gratitude for you, 
Your Interim Pastor, Terri
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Ruth 1: 1-8
Ps 146

Heb 9: 11-14
Mark 12: 28-34

Worship Theme: Wherever You Go
Laity Sunday

Daylight Saving Time ends

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
Ruth 3: 1-5, 4: 13-17; Ps 127 or

1 Kings 17: 8-16; Ps 146
Heb 9: 24- 28

Mark 12: 38-44
Worship Theme: Risk and Restoration

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
1 Sam 1: 4-20; 1 Sam 2: 1-10 or

Daniel 12: 1-3; Ps 16
Heb 10: 11-14 (15-18), 19-25

Mark 13: 1-8
Worship Theme: Praise the Holy One 

Stewardship Sunday

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
2 Sam 23: 1-7; Ps 132: 1-12 (13-18) or

Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14; Ps 93
Rev 1: 4b-8

John 18: 33-37
Worship Theme: A Wise Reign

Thanksgiving Sunday 
United Black Christians Anniversary

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
First Sunday of Advent

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Jer 33: 14-16
Ps 25: 1-10

1 Thes 3: 9-13 
Luke 21: 25-36

Worship Theme: Sign of Things to Come

Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study group who meet before worship 
in the Conference Room every Sunday morning, will be 
discussing the following topics and scripture passages in 
November:
November 1 � �A Holy People� � 1 Peter 1: 13-25
     Peter teaches us to have holiness modeled after God�s holiness.
November 8 � �A Chosen People� - 1 Peter 2: 1-10
     Peter called the people to come together in faith and form a new 
community.
November 15 � �A Suffering People� � 1 Peter 4: 12-19
     Peter teaches how Christians are to respond when they suffer for the 
sake of the Gospel.
November 22 � �A Faithful People� � 2 Peter 1: 3-15
     Peter teaches about the faith of a godly person and the relationship 
between deeply rooted faith and godly living. 
November 29 � �A Hopeful People� � 2 Peter 3: 1-13
     To encourage them to endure through persecution, Peter writes to 
persecuted Christians concerning the promise of Christ�s return.

Circle Fest will be celebrated 
at EACC again this year. 
So, mark your calendar 
for Dec. 6th, and plan to 
stay for wonderful music 
by: Bravuras, a Hathaway 
Brown School Ensemble; Tim 
Robson, Holiday Favorites 
on the Ford Memorial Organ; 
and a Music Medley by the 

Cleveland Heights High School voice students of Carolyn Smith and a Special 
Guest Appearance.

A special Christmas exhibit will be on display in the sanctuary, and there will be free 
treats and activity for you and visitors. Plans to provide lunch and transportation 
for members that would like to stay for the afternoon is under discussion. A special 
�yer with details is coming soon�.

Charlene Higginbotham

 

HEALING & PRAYER 
SERVICES

Healing and Prayer Services will 
continue every Wednesday at noon 
in November with the exception of 
the Wednesday of Thanksgiving 
week, November 25.  Come to 
our sanctuary on Wednesday 
from 12:00-12:30 for music and 
meditation, prayer, and healing of 
the body and spirit.    

SATURDAY FUN
In November, Cheryl Wacasey and Cecelia Pritchett are planning these activities 
for the Saturday Fun kids:

November 7 � Crafts

November 21 � Great Lakes Science Museum �eld trip ($5 fee)

Refreshments are served at all events.  Please call the church of�ce by 
Wednesday to reserve your spot.

The Saturday Fun Program is a learning and enrichment program that operates 
within and beyond the walls of Euclid Avenue Congregational Church.  It serves 
as a means by which children and youth of all ages may explore various aspects 
of life that may not have been afforded to them or may have otherwise been 
unknown to them.  Saturday Fun encourages fellowship in Christ and fun through 
life lessons.  Saturday Fun, although it is not a Bible-study based ministry, de�nitely 
exempli�es the love God has for us and his commandment that we should love 
each other.

“UNITY IN DIVERSITY” PROGRAM POSTPONED
The one-day retreat, �Unity in Diversity,� originally scheduled by the 
Transitional Steering Team for November 7, has been postponed. Another 
date will be announced.
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FELLOWSHIP AND COMMUNITY LIFE
We served Lunch for the Community Forum held at the church on Sunday 
October 18. The forum was a great success. The Fellowship and Community 
Life Ministry is currently working on updating our membership roster along 
with Tim Robson, our Church Clerk.

Charles Williams, Co-Chair

CHURCH IN THE WORLD
Early Childhood Development 
Center 

�Charles Orr� Project

The Church in the World 
Ministry is very happy to 
report on the progress of our 
church�s new initiative with the 
Early Childhood Development 
Center; it is located in the 
school that most of us know as Charles Orr.  The school is probably our 
closest neighborhood school, being located off 97th St, between Chester 
and Hough.  Many of the children come from the nearby projects and are 
some of those that we would consider as �left behind�.  The school is the 
only one in the district that educates children between the ages of 3 years 
and 3rd grade.  

When I went to the school 
for the �rst time a few weeks 
ago I did not know what to 
expect.   I found an energetic 
new principal, Ms. Sommer 
Edwards, and an engaged staff.  
The atmosphere was both lively 
and orderly.   The staff are more 
than delighted to have EACC 
partner with them.  No other 
organizations or corporations 
have stepped up to work with 
them.  

The school supplies we 
gathered were well received 
and very needed.  The next 
project we are helping with is 
supplying their new �Dolphin 
Depot�.   The Depot is one 
of Principal Edwards�s new 
projects.   The children earn Dolphin Dollars for such things as attendance, 
behavior and being in uniform.  Every two weeks the children have the 
opportunity to spend their Dollars in the Dolphin Depot.  With some of the 
money from �New Initiatives� in the CITW budget, EACC provided most of 
the trinkets that were for sale at the �rst Dolphin Depot.  The teachers and 
children were very happy!  The children had the opportunity to save or 
spend their money and worked at adding and subtracting their earnings.  
It was a joy to watch!

The next project that EACC is working on is a coat drive.  This was suggested 
by Principal Edwards and the teaching staff.  The sizes needed are 4T to 
children�s size 12.  Again, the need is great.  CITW has set a deadline for 
Nov. 8th---please bring the coats to church!  The coats can be new or nearly 
new.  

CITW and the children at the Early Childhood Development Center thank-
you!

Ann Drysdale, Co-Chair, Church in the World Ministry

FIFTH MONDAY MEAL
As members of InterAct, our congregation is 
committed to providing a meal every month 
when there is a �fth Monday.  November is such 
a month, and once more Cloggie Crowder urges 
your participation on Monday, November 30th as 
a cook, table-setter, server or clean-up person.  
We have found in recent months a sudden and 
large increase in the 
number of people who 
come to our meals in 
need of food, and 
through our monthly 
Hunger Center offering 
we have been able to 
provide for the 100 or so guests instead of the 
previous 35.  Participants have thanked us for 
our delicious meals (prepared by cook LaDoris 
Dantzler), generous portions, and decorative 
table settings.  Cloggie�s new job has prevented 
her from being on site the last few months, but 
her role as organizer has been assumed by Tina 
Stewart.

Please let Cloggie know if you will be helping to 
feed the hungry on November 30th.
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CLEVELAND CLINIC 
COMMUNITY  
OUTREACH EVENTS
November 10th � 9:30-10:30 
at the Langston Hughes 
Community Health Center, 2390 East 79th � 
Aimee Vance RN will talk about the general 
prevention screenings people of all age groups 
should have to live a long, healthy life.

November 18 � 10:00-10:45 at the Langston 
Hughes Center � The holidays are right around 
the corner!  �Dealing with Holiday Stress,� a talk 
by Andrea Peters LSW, will give us pointers on 
how to get through it!

Tuesday and Thursday � 9AM-4PM at the 
Langston Hughes Center � Screenings, 
counseling, physicals, immunizations and 
referrals.  Appointments preferred.  Call 216-
361-1773

Tuesdays � 10AM-12noon at the Fatima Family 
Center, 6600 Lexington Avenue � blood 
pressure screenings.




