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DISCIPLESHIP AS DESIRE

The past few Sundays as we have
wended our way through Mark, the
lessons have been lessons about
discipleship as desire: the desire for
crumbs (of faith), the desire for crosses,
the desire for crowns---and this Sunday
(27th), the desire for a cup of water.
(Get all those cs ?)

Theyare allreally about our discipleship
as we follow Christ. But they are also
about community. Theyre about
community because if you know your
Bible history, you know that the early
Christians, the Christians of the rst
three centuries, were up against it.

Christian communities were like tiny
oases in the middle of the Roman
Empire. Considered illegal, Christians
were not allowed to meet to worship,
etc. Society put a lot of pressure upon
communities to disband/disappear.
Many of them went underground. The
faith miraculously grew and expanded
instead.

Why? Because of community: they
bore one anothers burdens, they
encouraged one another,theysel essly
gave themselves to one another, they
loved one another---and they took care
of the poor. They paid close attention
to the needs around them, within and
without community.

Beyond how we relate to one another
in community (more to come in more
sermons!), how does EACC relate to
the community of Fairfax? How many
of our members come from the Fairfax
neighborhoods to worship with us?
Are there neighbors we have ignored?

The Transitional Steering Team is
hosting a Community Forum on
October 18th, following worship in
the parlor. This will be the opportunity
to hear from representatives of
organizations such as First Call for
Help, The Deaconess Foundation,
InterAct Cleveland , University
Circle, Inc, CCFs Police Department,
Senior Outreach Services, etc. ---and
have them tell us how they serve the
Fairfax community. It will also be your
opportunity to ask how EACC can
serve them.

Then on November 7th, pending
COMs discussion and approval on
10/07, we will have a one half day
together dreaming about the ministries
we can develop here in the Fairfax
community. The one half day, from
9am-2pm promises to be a rewarding
time together as we celebrate this
congregation s mission to all people.

So mark your calendars now. You
wont want to miss either the 18th of
October or the 7th of November if you
care about our EACC community.

On behalf of the transitional Steering
Team: Kim St. John-Stevenson, Mary
Guen, Leon Bibb, Al Parks, Marguerite
Bibb, Mary Jane Cariens, Dave Buckle,

Your friend and Interim Pastor, Terri

OCTOBER 2009




2
OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings
Job 1:1;2:1-10; Ps 26 or
Gen 2:18-24; Ps 8
Heb 1: 1-4,2: 5-12
Mark 10: 2-16
Worship Theme: Enfolding Love
Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering

World Communion Sunday

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings
Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Ps 22: 1-15 or
Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15; Ps 90: 12-17
Heb 4: 12-16
Mark 10: 17-31
Worship Theme: What Must | Do?
Access Sunday and Disabilities Awareness Week

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings
Job 38: 1-7 (34-41); Ps 104: 1-9, 24, 35c¢ or
Isa 53:4-12; Ps 91: 9-16
Heb 5: 1-10
Mark 10: 35-45

Worship Theme: Great Service

Children’s Sabbath Sunday

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
Preacher: Dr. Margaret Mitchell
Scripture Readings
Job 42: 1-6, 10-17; Ps 34: 1-8, (19-22) or
Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126
Heb 7: 23-28
Mark 10: 46-52
Worship Theme: Take Heart
UCC Higher Education Sunday

HEALING SERVICES

Healing and Prayer Services will continue
on Wednesdays at noon throughout
October, with the exception of October 21,
when Pastor Terri will be out of town. Ask a
neighbor or friend that you know is in need
of prayer and healing to accompany you to
the service.

Pastor Terri

on Vacation

Pastor Terri will be
taking some time
off from October
19-October 25.
During her absence, if you have any
pastoral concerns or needs, please call the
church of ce at 216-791-5200. The Rev.
Dr. Margaret Mitchell will be preaching on
Sunday, October 25th.

WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED

Neighbors in Need is a special offering of the United Church of Christ Justice
and Witness Ministries. One of its projects is the Erase the Hate campaign that
envisions a world free from discrimination and oppressions. The Erase the
Hate mission is to encourage an appreciation of diversity even as they work to
eliminate discrimination and racism. Your gift to Neighbors in Need means that
the UCC can help excellent programs like the Erase the Hate campaign to reach
success. We will be collecting our donations to Neighbors in Need in the morning
offering on Sunday, October 4th.

SATURDAY FUN

This month, the Saturday Fun program will include:

October 10
a trip to the Patterson Fruit Farm ($10 fee)

October 24
Red Wagon Farm Pumpkin Festival ($5.00)

The Saturday Fun Program is a learning and enrichment
program that operates within and beyond the walls
of Euclid Avenue Congregational Church. It serves as
a means by which children and youth of all ages may

explore various aspects of life that may not have been
afforded to them or may have otherwise been unknown
to them. Saturday Fun encourages fellowship in Christ
Refreshments will be served at all events. Please call Cheryl Wacasey at 216-513-
8006 or the church of ce at 216-791-5200 by Wednesday to reserve your spot!
ADULT BIBLE STUDY

The group that meets before worship every Sunday in the ; \

lowing Biblical texts and topics during October:

October 4, 2009

Looking for Jesus . . . ... Mark 1:35 45

Because of people s recognition of His teaching and healing, Jesus minis-
October 11, 2009

Recognizing Jesus. . . . .. Mark 5:1 13, 18 20

Jesus encountered a man possessed by demons. He delivered the man

and cast the demons into a herd of pigs.

Beggingto GetIn .. .... Mark 7:24 30

Jesus encountered a Gentile woman who believed that He could heal her
daughter who was possessed by an unclean spirit

October 25, 2009

A rich young man asked Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION

The Women s Association will begin meeting again this fall on Tuesday, October
6. All women of the church are members, whether they actually attend the
homes, but will work on other service projects as needed. The group gathers in
the parlor at approximately 10 AM and works until 12:30 PM, after which we
share fellowship during our brown bag lunch. No special skills are needed. Pack
yourself a lunch and plan to join us in service, laughter and lively conversation!

and fun through life s lessons.
Conference Room will be reading and discussing the fol-
try extended into all of Galilee.
October 18, 2009
OptingOut! ........... Mark 10:17 31
weekly gatherings or not! We will concentrate on creating lap quilts for nursing
) |
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COMMUNITY FORUM
OCTOBER 18

After worship on Sunday, October
18, a panel of representatives
from various agencies in our
community will join us to discuss
how we might be in partnership
with them in the Fairfax area.
They will tell us about the
work they do, the needs they
perceive in our neighborhood,
and the possibilities they see
of our working together. The
agencies who have been invited
to attend include Senior Outreach
Services, Inc., Fairfax Renaissance
Development Corporation, the
Cleveland Foundation, University
Circle Inc., InterAct, the Cleveland
Clinic Police Department, St.
Luke s Foundation, the Cleveland
Food Bank, First Call for Help, and
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries.
It is hoped that this forum will
provide us with information that
will help us make some important
choices about our future.

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

The Ministry heardanencouraging
report from John Peterson that we
had taken in $15,739 more than
we spent in the rst eight months
of 2009. We are now at the time
of year when we plan for next
year, both in preparing budgets
and developing an enlistment
program to ask our congregation
to support. The Ministry was
disappointed to learn of the
cancellation of the all-church
retreat. We heard reports that a
number of physical improvement
projectshadeitherbeencompleted
or are underway: furnace and
heating system, the roof above
the Pastors Study, lighting in
the sanctuary, the ampli cation
system in the sanctuary, carpeting
improvements, landscaping and
the mulberry tree. We learned
that repair of our deteriorated
windows cannot proceed without
approval of designs and contracts
by the Landmark Commission, as
EACC is a designated Cleveland
Landmark. However, the windows
that leak air will be covered with
plastic sheeting to get us through
the coming winter.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REPORTS

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY

When Iwent to check my email this morning,
logging in to Yahoo took me to the usual
page of clickable links. One of these was to
a collection of 100 pictures many suitable
for wallpaper of actress Megan Fox. The
site didnt interest me; for wallpaper Id
rather have a picture of my kids or my cat.
But Yahoo thinks people will go there and |
expect they do.

Im a recovering baseball fanatic. As a
teenager in northern Minnesota, | d go out
and turn on the car radio a half hour before
Twins games because we had no other
radio that could pick up Twin Cities stations
and closer stations didn t carry the pregame
show. | didnt want to miss hearing the
manager tell the interviewer, No, | m really
not worried about this slump. Were just
taking it one game at a time. That kind
of inside information adds so much to the
enjoyment of the game.

So the internet wasnt the beginning of
demands for our attention, but it s constant.
Then theres TV, movies, professional
sports, school activities

So how is church school supposed to
compete?

It really cant, at least not head-to-head on
the same playing eld. We cant meet the
expectations ofthe Sesame Streetgeneration
for snappy, entertaining education; Sesame
Street needs a team of hundreds to produce
every episode. We cant even duplicate the
church s Outdoor Ministries programs; an
hour or so on Sunday mornings just wont
have the special feel of being away from
home for a week, meeting new people, and
following a well-honed program to keep
young people enjoying themselves non-
stop. Church school cant be nothing but
fun, fun, fun.

So why bother with it?

It has been the belief of Christians over
about twenty centuries and Jews before
them that nothing was more important
than passing on the faith to the next
Sometimes that has meant
Late

generation.
putting the childrens lives at risk.
medieval reformers risked their
lives, and sometimes lost them, to
translate the Bible into the language
of the people. Lay people risked,
and sometimes lost, their lives to
read these Bibles.

I ve heard the complaint that the
Bible isnt relevant anymore and
its too hard to understand. One
response is to write stories and

plays that recast Bible stories so that the
characters look and sound like us and
share our lifestyles and problems. Some of
that is okay.

The problem comes when people cite a
Biblical passage as proof that such-and-
such is God s will. Nineteenth-century anti-
abolitionists claimed that Lev. 25:44-46
(as well as other passages) demonstrated
that slavery was part of God s plan. Today,
some people cite Genesis 19:1-11 (or other
passages) to argue that God condemns
homosexuality.

How are you to evaluate these statements
if youve never learned how to read the
Bible? You can, of course, rely on your
pastor to decide for you; this will work out

ne some of the time. But, sad to say, many
ordained people were on the wrong side of
the slavery issue and today you can nd
members of the clergy on several sides of
LGBT issues. Ultimately, you have to decide
for yourself.

| said that church school cant be nothing
but fun. It can, however, be very interesting.
I think the Bible is fascinating and one of
my chief joys is talking with others who
share that fascination. Im coming to the
conclusion, though, that trying to make
classes fun sometimes interferes with
conveying the fascination. Why? because
fascination usually develops only when a
person has learned a certain amount about
the Bible and the times in which it was
written.

If people want to learn about the Bible, Im
convinced that the Holy Spirit will make
learning possible for them even if conditions
arent ideal for learning (although better
conditions will increase how much they can
learn). But everything depends on whether
students want to learn.

Back to Megan Fox. | imagine that people
go to look at pictures of her because
they think shes a good actress and/
or hot. Its a personal thing. They want
some kind of connection with her. | nd
the Bible endlessly intriguing because |
have a relationship with God
and am always interested in
learning more about Her. If we
want our children to desire a
relationship with God, we need
to show them that we have a
relationship with God ourselves
and that this relationship is
the most precious thing in our
lives.
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Financial Highlights

As is usual at the end of summer, contributions were off about
7% for the rst eight months. Yes, overall income was 97%
of our budget goal. Even with total income down slightly, we
took in $15,739 more than we spent. Our main endowment
fund still shows signs of a recovery, growing in market value by
$573,600 since last November. Go to Members Only page on
the EACC website for the complete nancial report

CHURCH IN THE WORLD MINISTRY

The CITW Ministry wants to thank you for
your support with our school supplies drive!
We wanted to be sure that the supplies \
we collected went to a school that was in
need. Several public schools partner with
corporations; we wanted to nd a school L=

that was without that kind of support. With

the knowledgeable assistance of Juanita LeFloria, a church
member and a Cleveland Public Schools psychologist, we have
decided to donate the school supplies we collected to Charles
Orr School. Charles Orr is now a K-3 school and is located on
97th St off of Hough. Many of the children live in the projects.
Charles Orr did not receive any of the Stuff the Bus supplies
that were gathered by one of the news stations. Juanitas
contact at the school is a school psychologist that has worked
at Charles Orr for many years. She is very familiar with the
needs at this school.

EACC actually has a long history with Charles Orr School. Back
in the days when we had a day care center (but before our
day care center had its own kindergarten) we would take
our kindergarten-aged kids to Charles Orr. Later, under the
sponsorship of InterAct, several of us tutored Charles Orr
students. And, going back to our Hough House days, many
Charles Orr students went to Hough House after school and
during the summer months.

CITW will be looking into the possibility of more outreach
projects with Charles Orr in the future. We welcome your
suggestions!

Ann Drysdale, Co-Chair CITW
UNITY IN DIVERSITY
NOVEMBER 7

The Transitional Steering Team is happy to invite the entire
church to a one-day retreat here at EACC, lled with excitement,
exhilaration and entertainment as we explore our unity in
diversity, with special focus on mission. Please save Saturday,
November 7, for Unity in Diversity.

EUCLID AVENUE CITIZEN CIRCLE

The Euclid Avenue Citizen Circle, a partnership of our church
and the Church of the Covenant, continues to meet monthly
with folks who have been recently released from prison and
are seeking to successfully re-enter the community. One of our
participants,amanwho hasimpressed uswith hisdetermination
and optimistic outlook, not only has found employment but
started attending classes at Cuyahoga Community College this
fall in order to improve his job opportunities. He desperately
needed a computer, but could not afford one, and we put out
an appeal to both churches for a used one that would meet his
needs. To our surprise and delight a member of EACC came
through with a brand new laptop for him. Both he, and the
members of our circle, are profoundly grateful.

J

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REPORTS
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' WORSHIP AND ARTS MINISTRY

The Worship and Arts Ministry is currently working on a Mission
Moment for Recovery Sunday, October 18. Ann Drysdale and
Pastor Terri are contacting possible speakers from the CA and
AA groups that meet every week in our church.

This ministry is always looking for Communion preparers,
Communion servers, and lay readers. There are sign-up sheets
on the bulletin board outside the church of ce.

Check the Sunday

Acolyte training will be offered soon.
bulletin for dates and times.

We would like to thank Sha Derrick McCalles, Ashley Bogard,
Connor Bogard and Amanda Bogard for helping with altar
owers and Communion set-up and clean-up. They have
become dependable helpers who can be trusted never to drop
or spill anything. We would also like to thank Sha Derrick and
Connor for willingly serving as acolytes whenever asked.

Juanita LeFloria

Joan Southgate, Restore Cleveland Hopes founder, wasnt in
church on Sunday, September 20th because she was speaking
in Niagara Falls at the tenth anniversary of Freedom Trails
Festival held on the grounds of the public library. This is the
beginning of an ongoing connection with Restore Cleveland
Hope since the area is rich in Underground Railroad History.

In October, Joan will be featured in an exhibit at the Western
Reserve Historical Society Museum opening October 21
Facing History and Ourselves, the sponsor of the exhibit, is
a national organization dedicated to helping classrooms and
communities worldwide link the past to moral choices today.
Facing History has presented similar exhibits, titled Choosing
to Participate, throughout the country. These multimedia
exhibitions have won nationwide praise for encouraging
people of all ages to consider the consequences of their
everyday choices and inspiring them to make a difference.
Joan has been selected as an Upstander, someone who has
made a difference in her community and beyond.

The exhibit will remain in the museum until Feburary of 2010.

ADOPT-A-SPACE

Postcards were mailed recently to members who had expressed
an interestin this program. If you have not returned the postcard
to Charlene or Eleanore, indicating your preference for a time
to gather to talk about spaces in the church to be adopted and
coordination, please do so as quickly as possible. Thanks.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

At our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, September 20, the
following members were elected to serve on the Nominating
Committee: Phyllis Graham, Amber Green, Charlene
Higginbotham, Nancy Nigosian, Judy Sieck, Tony Stevenson,
and Sandra Thomas. It will be their responsibility to come up

'with a slate of of cers for the coming year.







