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SEPTEMBER 2009

ONE SQUARE INCH OF SILENCE

That s the title of a book reviewed (with the
author) on NPR s early morning Saturday pro-
gram, Living On Earth , and even though | was
moving about the kitchen preparing breakfast,
| stopped all activity to listen. | was fascinated.

One square inch of silence turns out to be

one place in a National Park, out west, where

absolutely no human-made sound intrudes on 1 2

the splendor of creation---not one motorized

sound. The author went on to say that it took

him years to nd this place and he a natural-

ist! He then went on to talk about the importance of silence in our lives
and our increasing inability to tune in to ourselves and our world around
us.

Right on, | thought. | have been increasingly aware, as you are as well, Im
sure, of the intrusion of noise and gadgetry into every square inch of our
lives: cell phones, TV 24-hour/day, 8 days/week broadcasts, the noise we
travel in to and from work, the noise from next door, the noise at work, the
noise all around us. Several times this year, we have had worship interrupt-
ed by cell phone calls. Is someone more important than God that we have
to be distracted by ringing phones?

The church has set aside 2 days for retreat in late September so that we
can begin to tune in to each other, ourselves and God. Hopefully, it will be
a time of fun and refreshment, but more importantly, a time to listen to
God and to one another:

I How did we get where we are at this time in the life of this
congregation?

I Where are we headed?

Il Where do we want to be 5, 10 years from now?

[ What is God calling us to be and to do?

Come away with me, Jesus invites, for a time of quiet and

re ection. Lets all try to nd one square inch of silence to-
gether.

Faithfully, Your friend and interim pastor, Terri
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Prov 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Ps 125 or
Isa 35: 4-7a; Ps 146
James 2: 1-10, (11-13) 14-17
Mark 7: 24-37
Worship Theme: Be Opened
Christian Education Sunday

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Prov 1: 20-33; Ps 19
Isa 50: 4-91a; Ps 116: 1-9
James 3: 1-12
Mark 8: 27-38

Worship Theme: Who Are You, Jesus?

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Prov 31:10-31; Ps 1 or
Wis of Sol 1: 16- 2:1, 12-22
orJer 11: 18-20; Ps 54
James 3: 13- 4: 3, 7-8a
Mark 9: 30-37
Worship Theme: First in Caring

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Est 7: 1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22; Ps 124 or
Num 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Ps 19: 7-14
James 5: 13-20
Mark 9: 38-50
Worship Theme: Courage for Community
American Indian Ministry Sunday

SUNDAY MUSIC

Both of our choirs, the
Chancel Choir and the Gospel
Choir, will be returning in
September after their summer
vacations. The Gospel Choir,
under the direction of Mrs.
Joan E. Bacon, sings the
second Sunday of the month
and rehearses on Wednesday
evening at 6PM. The Chancel Chaoir, directed by
Tim Robson, rehearses on Thursday evening
at 8PM and sings all the other Sundays. Please
contact either director if you are interested in
joining one  or both! of these choirs. The
Chancel Choir is especially in need of men, tenors
in particular.

HEALING AND PRAYER SERVICE

Healing and Prayer Services are held in our
sanctuary on Wednesdays from 12noon-12:30.
All members are invited to attend. Ask a neighbor
or friend that you know is in need of prayer and
healing to accompany you, and continue to pray
for the Spirit of God to move upon our church.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING — SEPTEMBER 20

The Moderator has called a meeting of the congregation

AW,o a
on Sunday, September 20, immediately following
worship. The purpose of the meeting is to elect the e
nominating committee for the coming year.
HOMECOMING —{

Join us for our Homecoming Day worship service and
celebration on Sunday, September 13, beginning at our 10AM
worship service. Bring a friend as we celebrate the beginning of
our new church school year. There will be food, fun and live jazz
entertainment. Don t miss this annual family event!

-Fellowship and Community Life Ministry

We Are Retreating!!
“All for One and One for All”

For the first time in three years we are going
on our Fall All-Church Retreat!

We will again be going to Pilgrim Hills;
the dates are September 25-27

Yes, we are de-
lighted to tell you that we
are Retreating this year!
The other exciting news
is that we have rented a
Trailways 55 passenger
bus to take us, in com-
fort, to and from Pilgrim
Hills. No more getting
lost on dark country roads!
Everyone who wants to go
can go!! Contributions to
defray the coast of the bus are appreciated.

We will gather on Friday night at camp for a welcome
snack and vespers. On Saturday morning weill do some future
visioning. After lunch we will again have several options: a nature
hike lead by the camp naturalist, crafts with the Hendersons,
Bingo, card games, or just relaxing with church family folks. Af-
ter dinner we will have entertainment (a surprise!) and vespers.

On Sunday we will worship, hopefully in the outside chapel,
with Dean Sieck as our worship leader. Pastor Terri will be pres-
ent to lead worship at Euclid Ave.

I T youive misplaced the registration form that was mailed
to you, please ask in the church ofpce for another form. The cost
is $85.35 for adults, $26.55 for children ages 10-12, and $13.28
fro children ages 2-9. If you need pnancial assistance, please
speak to Ruby Brooks or Kathie Buckner. The deadline for turning
in registration form is September 12 ---hope to see you at camp!

-The Retreat Committee: Eleanore Dees, Ann Drysdale, Amber
Green, Al Parks, Manny Roderick, Carolyn Smith, Charles Williams
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SATURDAY FUN

Saturday Fun begins again this fall on September 12 when
we will be going rst to the Willoughby Hills Corn Festival
and then to Squires Castle. Saturday Fun is an enrichment
program for kids ages 6-16 that has been a part of our
outreach to the community for more years than anyone
can determine. Cheryl Wacasey and her assistant Cecilia
Pritchett plan eld trips and arts and crafts activities for two
Saturdays of every month. Meeting time is at 10AM and,
depending on the activity, everyone goes home at about
1PM. Refreshments are always included. This month things
will be different, however. Saturday Fun will be meeting
only on September 12, and combining two trips into one,
so the day wont be over until 5 or 6 PM. Then in October
we will resume the two-times-a-month schedule. Contact
the church of ce (216-791-5200), Cheryl (216-513-8006) or
Cecilia (216-990-5575) by Wednesday of the week Saturday
Fun is scheduled to reserve your spot!

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
WE KNOW YOU ARE OUT THERE!

The Publicity Committee is seeking a few folks
with an interest in getting the word out to the community
about our wonderful church! We need both people with

ideas/marketing skills and those who are willing to do
things like taking brochures to the hotels near the church.

We need your help!

Please see or call Ann Drysdale (co-chair CITW)
216-481-4778

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE

Even though the deadline has passed
for donating school supplies to a local
in-need school, the need is still there.
Please bring any or all of the following
supplies to church with you (notebook
paper, copy paper, constructions
paper, markers, 24-count crayons,
notebooks etc.) or make a monetary
donation (make your check payable
to the church with school supplies on
the memo line). Thank youl!

-Church in the World Ministry

— A MESSAGE FROM MARCY

My top priority for this falls Christian Ed
program can be summed up very simply. |
want us to do a better job of engaging the
students and igniting their imaginations.
The CEFF Ministry has given me permission
to write a new curriculum and, as | ve worked
on it, | ve pictured OUR kids and remembered
things they have said and done.

| think the best way to get their attention

and keep it is to focus on speci ¢ people from the Bible. All
the students will read about Abraham, but what they read will
depend on their ages. We want the preschool students to learn
they can trust God. So they will hear about God s promise to
Abraham and Sarah. Abraham and Sarah had to wait a long
time but God didnt let them down. Our students will nd this
easier to understand because of their shared experience this
summer waiting and waiting for the tomatoes to ripen.

Elementary students are developing their sense of self-worth by

mastering new skills. They will read about Abraham dividing the

Promised Land with his nephew Lot. Abraham let Lot choose
rst. We Il talk about why Abraham might have done that.

Older students, who are experimenting with different roles for
themselves will read about Abraham bargaining with God to
save Sodom and Gomorrah. What made that okay?

Each age groups story has been chosen based on the
developmental needs physical, psychological, and religious of
the students in the class.

The students will meet one person from each period in Israel s
history. Through that persons challenges and experiences,
they Il learn something about what was important at that time.
They Il see ways that the people in the Bible are like us. We
hope that they will come to feel a connection with these people
who are our spiritual ancestors.

This coming spring, we Il spend the seasons of Epiphany through
Easter learning about events in the life of Jesus. Next year, we
could look at interesting gures from the early church and other
periods up to and including our own.

While developing this curriculum, | came across a wonderful
book: Reclaiming the Spirituals: New Possibilities for African
American Christian Education by Yolanda Y. Smith. Among the
points Smith makes is that the African American slaves identi ed
with the children of Israel and the Exodus story The slaves
believed they were valued in the sight of God and that, one
day, they too would be delivered from their bondage. This self-
understanding created a deepened sense of self-worth

We certainly want our students to believe they are valuable in
the sight of God. Will using these great songs, that come straight
out of the Bible as well as straight out of African-American
tradition, help make the story come alive for our kids? How did
the composers of Ezekiel Saw de Wheel see Ezekiel s role? Do
we see it the same way?

We dont want to present our young people with a curriculum
that s just good enough. We wantto nd what is best about our
religious tradition and tailor it to our students needs, interests,
and gifts. Our students deserve no less.
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Financial Highlights

[0 Although  contributions and  other
income were down slightly the prst
seven months of 2009, we actually took
in $1,680 more than we spent.

00 There have been some signipcant
improvements so far this year — carpeting
on landings and in the narthex and replacing some damaged sandstone
and tuck pointing at a cost of nearly $18,000.

[0 We've seen an increase in requests for help through the Minister’s Fund
and already we've distributed the entire $1,000 budgeted amount,
mostly to members who are struggling.

[0 Our main endowment fund shows signs of a slow recovery, growing in
market value by $474,589 since last November.

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

The Stewardship Ministry did not have a quiet summer:

1. We learned that through the end of July, we took in more
in contributions than we spent. However, we are still looking
for ways to eliminate the projected de cit of around $7,000 for
the year.

2. We made progress toward completing several repairs and
improvements to the building: carpeting in the entry ways and
narthex, sandstone tuck-pointing on the 96th Street side, lights
that illuminate the stained glass windows on the Euclid Avenue
front, soundproo ng in the handicap lavatory off the parlor,
and the at roof over the pastors of ce. We learned that we
will need review by the Landmark Commission before we can
repair or replace windows.

3. We received for review the nal draft of a new Personnel
Practices Manual from the Personnel Practices Committee.

4. We approved chartering a 55-passenger bus to transport
members to the all-church retreat on September 25-27.

- Reported by John Baker, secretary

Restore
Cleveland

GREAT NEWS FROM RESTORE CLEVELAND HOPE!

The future plans for the Cozad-Bates House have been nalized:
Restore Cleveland Hope will jointly occupy the house with the
Adolescent Program of The Montessori School at Holy Rosary.
The collaboration will provide a unique setting in which both
groups will be able to ful Il their vision of social justice. Middle
school Montessori students will be able to trace historic roots,
integrate subject areas with community based projects, and
work with RCH to create a center for educating the students and
residents of Cleveland on our own rich history. Stay tuned as
work on the house moves to its next phase.

" George Washington's axe

My father told a story | found so intriguing it has stuck with
me. It was about the man who owned George Washington s
axe only it was six handles and two heads later. Since an
axe has only two parts, the handle and the head, the axe
long ago ceased to be the tool used by our rst president.
Yet there is a sense in which it was George Washingtons
axe, for it traced its heritage to George Washington. Clearly,
Washington never used the axe owned by that man, never
gripped its handle, never felt the weight of that head above
his own nor saw its blade bite into the trunk of a tree. It was
the story of the axe that went back to George Washington.

Churches are like that axe, and Euclid Avenue Congregational
Church is a storied church. We may have little in common
with those stalwart New England transplants, removed
from the revolutionary colonists by only a few decades,
who gathered a Sunday School while Millard Fillmore was
president (Really! Look it up.). But their story is our story,
and it is our church that separated from the Presbyterians
over the issue of slavery and inspired some of its members
to aid the Underground Railway, that burst its seams and
had to build a new building a scant twenty years after it
built the second one, that spawned no fewer than ve new
churches throughout Cleveland s east side, that planned for
a secure future on this corner by establishing an endowment
a hundred years ago, that enjoyed in uence in the Cleveland
area through the civic activities of Dr. F. Q. Blanchards
long tenure, that decided to invite its African-American
neighbors into communion rather than follow most other
churches to the suburbs, that adopted as a congregational
project the development of a ne Day Care Center that
lasted thirty years, that helped to nurture ESIM, as the Euclid
University Cluster morphed into Interact. These signi cant
achievements from our past can inspire us to lead yet again
into a vibrant future.

But such an impressive past can be a weight as well as
a gift. If we limit the possibilities we have in this church,
today, to a narrow idea of what a church is, based on our
past experiences, we may stymie the future that God wants
to be born here.

Yahweh, the God of the Israelites, was surely a God of
Israel s past. But where they wanted to limit him to that
past, he always challenged them to a new future. Isaiah 43:
9, Behold, | am doing a new thing Do you not perceive
it? is the most blunt of such reminders for the Israelites,
but hardly the only one. Yahweh was constantly surprising
his people with his new activities and new demands. And
usually the people found them uncomfortable and often
dif cult.

As | look forward to the fall with our Homecoming service,
our new Christian Education program, soon our new church
sign, and, eventually, our new settled pastor, my hope is
that we will be guided by our forbears but freed from their
church. If we are, then we can do what they did help to
create a church that reveals God in the lives of its current
members and present community.

George Washingtons axe had a story to tell, but to its
owner, it had work to do. Inspired by our story, the EACC
story, may we rise to the work before us now.

4 Dean Sieck, moderator







