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TIME TO PLAY!
Pentecost, which we celebrated May 31st 
(seems like months ago!)  means "�ftieth" 
and it was the name for the Jewish feast 
that occurred 50 days after Passover. 
Early Christians kept the Jewish festivals 
and they also kept the Sabbath. However, 
it wasn�t long before the Jewish feast 
of Passover assumed its own distinctive 
importance as a Christian holiday.

It celebrates, as you know, the coming of 
the Holy Spirit to the church, to empower, 
to strengthen, to make vital the work 
of the church. Pentecost is the church�s 
of�cial birthday, a time for celebrating, 
baptism, dancing, a time for joy that 
by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we 
are enlightened and equipped for God�s 
service�a time to play!

Julia Loomis writes, in an article dedi-
cated to the question, "Who is Christ for 
you?" "Christ," she answers, "is the one 
who plays."

Christ, the one visibly present among us 
for only a brief period of time but eternal-
ly present spiritually to us as the one who 
plays! Christ playing among us! What 
better image could we have for the Christ 
than the one who plays as we enter these 
glorious days of summertime?

Meister Eckhart, 15th c.(?) writes, God 
laughs and plays./I know he�s right./ 
All things are bright./ God�s presence 
near/ In shy sister dear./ God delights/ In 
magpie�s �ights./ Heaven has room? For 
the cactus in bloom./ God loves butter�y 
wings/ And all mossy things./ The por-
cupine/ was God�s design. /As was miss 
Spider/ And the worm beside her/ And 
the star specked sky/ Where the moon 
swings by./ Look all around---/It�s God�s 
playground!

Elise Boulding�s poem, �God Laughs and 
Plays� invites us to look all around us and 

discover the recreative laughing, playing 
Christ alive and among us. We need to 
play with those among us, for the health 
and sake of our souls.

"Play," John Mogabgab (contemporary 
writer for Guideposts, etc.) writes "is a 
sign of God�s nearness, a mark of ful�lled 
time. Play simply expresses who we are 
in God."

And Robert Johnson, in "The Christian 
at Play" encourages us to regard play 
as something essential for these times 
of darkness and confusion: �In times 
of stress, in a society pressured from 
all sides and moving toward its break-
ing point, play can purify our sensibility, 
make us open again to the gifts of God�s 
goodness which surround us. Further-
more, play can open us to understand 
life�s rhythms and limits, dissolving some 
of the perplexity of things, even death 
itself. Finally, play can keep that gracious 
"ground-base of joy" alive in all of us, 
and so prepare us for and help sustain us 
within our ongoing life of faith.�

This season we have entered, "the long, 
green season," inspires play in all of us, 
to express who we are in God and �nd, 
again and again "the Christ who plays in 
ten thousand places, Lovely in limbs and 
eyes not his, to the Father through the 
features of men�s faces." (Gerard Manley 
Hopkins.)  We are called and created as 
Christians to consecrate our play!

Wishing you a joyous 
play-full summer, 
Pastor Terri
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JULY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, July 5

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

2 Sam 5: 1-5, 9-10; Ps 48 or
Ezek 2: 1-5; Ps 123

2 Cor 12: 2-10
Mark 6: 1-13

Worship Theme: Sent with Power

Sunday, July 12
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
2 Sam 6: 1-5, 12b-19; Ps 24 or

Amos 7: 7-15; Ps 85: 8-13
Eph 1: 3-14

Mark 6: 14-29
Worship Theme: God-inspired Joy

Sunday July 19
Preacher: to be announced

Scripture Readings:
2 Sam 7: 1-14a; Ps 89: 20-37 or

Jer 23: 1-6; Ps 23
Eph 2: 11-22

Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56
Worship Theme: Wherever you Are

Sunday, July 26
Preacher: to be announced

Scripture Readings:
2 Sam 11: 1-15; Ps 14 or

2 Kings 4: 42-44; Ps 145: 10-18
Eph 3: 14-21
John 6: 1-21

Worship Theme: God’s Abundant Presence

AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, August 2

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

2 Sam 11: 26-12: 13a; Ps 51: 1-12 or
Ex 16: 2-4, 9-15; Ps 78: 23-29

Eph 4: 1-16
John 6: 24-35

Worship Theme: Bread of Life

Sunday, August 9
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
2 Sam 18: 5-9, 15, 31-33; Ps 130 or

1 Kings 19: 4-8; Ps 34: 1-8
Eph 4: 25-5: 2

John 6: 35, 41-51
Worship Theme: Shaping Community

Sunday, August 16
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
1 Kings 2: 10-12. 3: 3-14; Ps 111 or

Prov 9: 1-6; Ps 34: 9-14
Eph 5: 15-20
John 6: 51-58

Worship Theme: Wisdom Quest

Sunday, August 23
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
1 Kings 8: (1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43; 

Ps 84 or
Josh 24: 1-2a, 14-18; Ps 34: 15-22

Eph 6: 10-20
John 6: 56-69

Worship Theme: At Home with God

Sunday, August 30 
Youth Sunday

Scripture Readings:
Song of Sol 2: 8-13; Ps 45: 1-2, 6-9 or

Deut 4: 1-2, 6-9; Ps 15
James 1: 17-27

Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Worship Theme: Be Love

PRAYER AND HEALING 
SERVICES

Our sanctuary will be open for 
Prayer and Healing Services every 
Wednesday at noon throughout July 
and August with the exception of July 
15 and 22, when Pastor Terri will be 
on vacation.  All members are invited 
to attend.  Ask a neighbor or friend 
that you know is in need of prayer 
and healing to accompany you, and 
continue to pray for the Spirit of God 
to move upon our church.

ALTAR FLOWERS
There are several openings during July and August for members to give �owers 
on Sunday.

If you have �owers in your yard, why not share them with your church friends by 
brightening the sanctuary on Sunday morning.  Or, if there is a special occasion 
you would like to commemorate, you can order a �oral arrangement by phoning 
our church secretary, Diana Reid, on the Monday or Tuesday prior to the Sunday 
the �owers are to be given.  She will place the order with Bill Wofford and record 
the acknowledgement you would like in the Sunday bulletin.  The cost for such 
an arrangement is $45.00, and the amount is payable on the date the �owers 
are given.  Following the service, the person(s) giving the �owers determines to 
whom the �owers are to be given.                                        ~Mary Jane Cariens

THE ONE SUNDAY ONLY 
PICK-UP CHOIR
Do you like to sing, and would sing in 
either the Gospel or Chancel Choir if only 
you had time for weekly rehearsals?  Or 
maybe you already are a member of one 
of those choirs, and want a chance to sing 
during the long summer choir vacation.  
Then come join the One Sunday Only Pick-
up Choir, scheduled to sing on Sunday, 
September 6.  We will rehearse only once 
� well, maybe twice, depending on how 
we sound � on Saturday, August 8 at John 
and Kathy Baker�s house, 15019 Shore 
Acres Drive.  We�ll have a potluck dinner 
at 5, and then practice whatever piece 
of music we can �nd that best suits our 
voices, number, and abilities.  See Kathy 
and John or phone them at 216-383-1684 
if you�d like to become a member!  No 
audition necessary, and your chances of 
getting in are excellent if you can make a 
really �ne potato salad.

COFFEE MUGS
You may notice �real� coffee cups on the 
counter next to the coffee pot.  Members 
are invited and encouraged to bring and 
use their own mugs for beverages served 
during the fellowship time.  You can wash 
and store your own mug. With everyone�s 
participation, the kitchenette dishwasher 
is fully operational and can do the job. 

Free Coffee!! to anyone that can �nd and 
use their EACC mug.

(this effort is being promoted by Charlene, 
Dean and other �Go Green� advocates)




