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GOD’S FRIDAY
One part of my duties as Director of Student Activities/Dorm Director/Religion Teach-
er/Chaplain at a private girl�s high school where I served in the mid-late 1980�s, ...was 
to lead and chaperone groups to Bermuda in the springtime, over spring break. We 
usually had 18-25 girls on the spring trip; we all stayed in one hotel/motel and my job 
was to keep tabs on them.

Oh, my. It was, as they say, �interesting�: if you have ever had to chaperone a group of 
high school girls, er, young women, you know what I mean. I remember midnight cab 
rides to the local base to retrieve some girls from the grasp of off duty merchant mari-
ners. Then there was the young lady who made phone calls home to the US all week 
to the tune of $670 (charged to her room).

And etcetera. Every year when we came home with the same number of young wom-
en with which we left, I breathed a sigh of relief. But it was during that time that I came 
to love Bermuda, the little island serenely atop Atlantic coral beds, the fragrance of the 
hydrangeas, jasmine and (at that time, before the �ower trade migrated elsewhere), 
beds and beds of Easter lilies, the call of the kiskadees and the exquisite beauty of the 
blue water.

And the kites on Good Friday. Good Friday is a national holiday in Bermuda. Shops 
are closed; children have the day off from school; everyone goes to the beaches to 
�y kites! Imagine, if you have not seen such a thing, thousands of kites in all shapes, 
colors and sizes winging out over the Atlantic like exotic birds searching for a place to 
rest: big kites, little kites, kites with and without tails,---all sailing in full regalia over the 
south shores of the island.

At �rst I wondered about such festivities on such a solemn day in the church year, a 
day when most Christians take time to remember Christ�s death on a cross: a holiday? 
Kite �ying? And then it �nally hit me: Good Friday for the Bermudians is a celebration 
of Christ�s victory over death, Christ�s free and bountiful spirit at one with God�s Spirit, 
sailing in the wind, rejoicing, unhampered, victorious.

We�d like to invite you to walk with us during Holy Week so that we all arrive at the 
celebration of Christ�s Resurrection together, victorious. We begin the week with a 
procession of the palms on Palm Sunday. On Maundy Thursday, we gather around 
the table together to remember Jesus� Last Supper, betrayal and abandonment. Then 
on Good Friday, we�ll gather in the sanctuary from noon- 1 pm for word and music 
meditations on the Seven Last Words of Christ. 

Sunday, of course, we celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection, with 
joint choirs helping us to sing our halleluiahs, our balloon lift-off after 
worship, special children�s activities and coffee hour in the parlor. I�m 
not sure how to get the full impact of Holy Week and Easter without 
walking in the way that Jesus went: all the way from triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem to victory on the cross. So come along...maybe even 
bring a kite.  Your friend and Interim Minister, Terri  
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APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
The Adult Bible Study group that meets in the Conference 
Room every week before worship will be studying and dis-
cussing the following Scripture passages in April:
April 5 � Suffering Until Death. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Luke  23:32-46 
April 12 � Resurrected Unto New Life. . . . . . . . . .           Luke 24:1-12 
April 19 � Witnesses to New Life. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Luke 24:44-53 
April 26 � Bringing New Life to Those in Need. .   Acts 9:32-43

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 5
PALM SUNDAY/PAssION SUNDAY

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Mark 11: 1-11 or John 12: 12-16;  
Ps 118: 1-2, 19-29

Isa 50: 4-9a; Ps 31: 9-16; Phil 2: 5-11
Mark 14: 1- 15: 47 or Mark 15: 1-39, (40-47)

Worship Theme: Into Jerusalem

SUNDAY, APRIL 12
EAsTeR

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Acts 10: 34-43 or Isa 25: 6-9
Ps 118: 1-2, 14-24

1 Cor 15: 1-11 or Acts 10: 34-43
John 20: 1-18 or Mark 16: 1-8
Worship Theme: Now What?

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
SeCOND SUNDAY OF EAsTeR

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Acts 4: 32-35
Ps 133

1 John 1: 1 – 2: 2
John 20: 19-31

Worship Theme: Marks of Faith 
Integrity of Creation Sunday 

Orthodox Easter

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
THIRD SUNDAY OF EAsTeR

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Acts 3: 12-19
Ps 4

1 John 3: 1-7
Luke 24: 36b-48

Worship Theme: Christ Among Us 
Healing Liturgy 

Churches United in Christ Sunday 
Paci�c Islander and Asian American Ministries 

Sunday 
Rural Life Sunday

HOLY WEEK AT EACC
Palm Sunday, April 5, 10 AM, Sanctuary
    Procession of palms
    Reading of the Passion story and special music
Maundy Thursday, April 9, 6 PM, Dining Room (assemble in the parlor)
    Traditional meal eaten in silence, remembering the Last Supper
    Communion and Service of Tenebrae
Good Friday, April 10, 12 noon, Sanctuary

    Seven Last Words of Jesus with organ improvisation
    1-3PM � Sanctuary open for prayer and meditation
Easter Sunday, April 12, 10 AM, Sanctuary
    Celebratory Easter Service
    Festive music and balloon release

SOUP, SALAD, SANDWICH AND SCRIPTURE
This Lenten Bible Study series that has been meeting on 
Wednesday evenings at 6PM will skip April 1 and then have 
its last bowl of soup and discussion of the Lord�s Prayer led by 
Pastor Terri on Wednesday, April 8.  Even if you have missed 
the other discussions, plan to join us.  If you cannot be there by 
6 for the supper, come at 7:00 for the discussion.  Chances are 
there will be a little soup left and much food for thought.

HEALING SERVICES
Healing and Prayer Services, open to the Cleveland Clinic 
community as well as our own members, will continue every 
Wednesday at noon throughout April.  These services are 
a blessing of peace and restoration in the middle of a busy 
week.

Then on the fourth Sunday of the month, a healing liturgy is 
a part of our Sunday morning worship service.  The fourth 
Sunday of April is April 26.  

MEN’S COUNCIL
The Men�s Council will have their retreat April 24th and 25th. 
We will be going to Punderson Park. Anyone interested in 
going should contact Dave Buckle. 

May 3rd we will have our annual brunch honoring the women 
of the church. Don�t forget we still have Fair Exchange coffee 
for sale in the parlor after Sunday services.

Preston Howard - President

SATURDAY FUN
Saturday Fun, an enrichment opportunity for children ages 6-16, has many 
�regulars,� kids who have been attending for several years.  One of those 
is Anton Lyles, a 13-year-old who has been going to Saturday Fun events 
since he was 10.  Anton recently entered a city-wide art competition 
with a pencil sketch he called �Serenity.�  It will be exhibited at the Arts 
Collinwood Art Gallery at 15605 Waterloo from April 4-17.  The gallery 
hours are Thursday and Friday, 6-9PM and Saturday and Sunday, 1-4PM.  
All of Saturday Fun is very proud of Anton!

In March, the Saturday Fun children and adults enjoyed roller skating 
and a trip to the Museum of Natural History.  In April they will be looking 
forward to these activities:

April 11 � 10AM -Annual Easter Egg Hunt

April 25 � 10AM � Movies at Loehman�s Plaza ($5)

Contact Cheryl Wacasey (216-513-8006) or Cecelia Pritchett (216-990-
5575) for more information.  Refreshments and/or lunch are served at 
all Saturday Fun events.  Please call by Wednesday to reserve your spot.

Calling all Early Risers and Insomniacs
We’re looking for about 4 volunteers to help with the 
balloon in�ation on Easter Morning. Join Pete Jerabek and 
the Henderson/Nordstrom families to help prepare for the 
balloon release. Please speak to Cyndi or Bob Henderson if you 
can help out, or just meet us on Easter morning between 8:15 
and 8:30 in the Narthex behind the sanctuary
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MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR
On Tuesday, March 17, the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, 
the  Moderator, and the Interim Minister met together 
to discuss an issue which had caused a rift between the 
Interim Minister and several members of the congregation:  
the denial of the minister�s of�ce to Rev. Allison Phillips on 
Sunday, March 8.

It could be said that the meeting was not really needed by the 
time it was held because Rev. Young had already sent �owers 
with a note of apology to Rev. Phillips before the meeting 
and announced that at the beginning.  But several members 
of the church had expressed hurt and anger over the incident, 
and those feelings needed to be honored and voiced.

We came together around a table to share our concerns and 
voice our feelings.  In this diverse congregation, our different 
perspectives were manifest:  culture, age, clergy and laity, 
and knowledge or lack thereof of the incident with Rev. 
Phillips.  We heard from one who had been involved on 
March 8, read aloud several letters from church members, and 
listened as Rev. Young explained her position and reasons 
for it.  We talked about our life together at EACC and our 
personal experience in the church and away from it.  We told 
stories that were close to our hearts, shared a poem, cried, 
and laughed.  We talked of our growth�the pastor and the 
congregation.  We explored the differences mentioned above 
that lead to our varying perspectives in and of our shared life 
together at EACC.  

We outlined plans to learn from this experience.  The 
Worship and Arts ministry needs to develop a protocol for 
the welcome and accommodation of a guest minister during 
the interim pastor�s absence.  From now on, a member will 
have a key to the minister�s of�ce so any guest minister can 
have access to it before and after worship.  Since much of our 
conversation centered on our diversity, several suggestions 
were made in the area of fellowship and community life: 
rejuvenating the after-worship dinners at members� homes, 
small groups, a talent show.  Other suggestions were in the 
area of Christian education:  sharing the movie �the Color of 
Fear� followed by a discussion.  Sacred Conversations might 
adopt the format of the �Story Corps� project employed by 
National Public Radio which could help us understand the life 
experiences we bring to our common life.

The meeting was not always easy.  Members spoke their 
minds, and discussion was candid and frank.  We pushed 
beyond the comfortable and were willing to risk and expose 
our vulnerabilities.  We spoke the truth, but we spoke it in 
love (Ephesians 4:15), honest about our differences but with 
a caring heart for each other�s feelings.  

Though we felt the particular problem was being addressed 
with the measures mentioned above, we decided to share 
our experience with the congregation.  It seemed we had 
discovered some methods that the entire congregation itself 
might bene�t from.  Our intent was to share experiences that 
we felt would contribute positively to our life together�and 
thereby �build up the body of Christ (Eph 4:12).�

Dean Sieck

(The members of the Pastoral Parish Relations Committee are 
Kathy Baker, Leon Bibb, Dave Buckle, Cyndi Henderson, Mary 
Sherry, Joan Southgate and Charles Williams.)

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
Most of the Ministry�s meeting on March 15 was devoted to 
discussion of a number of building-related items.  

1.  A contract has been signed for repair of damaged stone work 
on the East 96th Street side of the building.  Work will begin 
late in April.  

2.  We have received two proposals for a survey of our heating 
system.  We expect to approve hiring of a contractor at our 
April meeting.

3.  We have received a proposal for repair of �ve windows on 
the east and west side landings.  Pending con�rmation of the 
bid price, we will proceed to have these repairs done.

4.  Ernie Clark was authorized to complete painting and �ooring 
on the �rst �oor east side lavatory, and to install a drop 
ceiling in the second �oor lavatory.

5.  Installation of carpeting in the east and west side entryways 
will be completed before Easter.  

John Peterson presented a �nancial report, which is highlighted 
on another page of this BEACON.

Reported by John Baker, Secretary

Publicity Committee
The EACC Publicity Committee is 
reforming.  We need your help!  This 
committee is responsible for getting 
the word out about our church and our 
wonderful activities both to our church 
members and to the wider community.

Please talk to either Ann Drysdale or 
Eleanor Dees, Co-Chairs of CITW

USHERS MINISTRY - Looking for a once a month 
ministry? The Ushers Ministry is looking 

for you! The fourth Sunday Usher Team 
could use another member. Please speak 
to Phyllis Graham or Dean Sieck if you 
would like to volunteer. 

PASTORAL SEARCH 
COMMITTEE
The Search Committee is getting 
underway in the process of �nding 
EACC�s new permanent pastor.  
The committee, comprised of Dean 
Sieck, Calvin Humphrey, Noreen 
Roderick, Nikolas Southgate, 
Eleanore Dees, John Merritt 
(recording secretary), Charles Williams (chaplain), Mary Jane 
Cariens (vice chair) and Adrienne Brockway (chair), will be taking 
the steps and guiding EACC through the search process.

Very soon the committee will be asking for everyone�s help.  
When a questionnaire comes your way, take the time to �ll it 
out completely � and please return it!  When you are invited to 
talk about your hopes for EACC, don�t be shy, speak up!

Throughout the process, the committee will be updating the 
congregation about progress, so stay tuned!
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FEBRUARY 2009 FINANCIAL  REPORT SUMMARY

Expenses Compared to Budget

January - February 2009

Annual 
Budget

Actual 
Year to Date

Budget  
Year to Date

INCOME

123,918 CONTRIBUTIONS 18,647 21,400
225,324 ENDOWMENT INCOME USED 44,183 44,237

15,600 OTHER INCOME 305 2,017
364,842 Total RECEIPTS 63,135 67,654

EXPENSES

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

210,518 Total  PERSONNEL 39,428 38,003
74,210 Total  BUILDING MAINTENANCE 22,621 14,625
10,200 Total  OFFICE 1,718 1,867
17,564 Total  OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 1,788 3,585

312,492 Total ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 65,555 58,081

PROGRAM & MINISTRIES EXPENSES

12,050 Total  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 573 1,567
7,800 Total  FELLOWSHIP & COMMUNITY LIFE MINISTRY 403 717

26,650 Total  CHURCH IN THE WORLD MINISTRY 75 492
5,850 Total  WORSHIP & ARTS MINISTRY 80 892

52,350 Total  PROGRAM & MINISTRIES EXPENSES 1,131 3,667

364,842 Total  EXPENSE 66,686 61,747

0  Net Income (Loss) (3,552) 5,907 

January through February OUTREACH SUMMARY 
OCWM 0
Interact 0
Hunger Offerings 329
Great Hour of Sharing 0
Strengthening the Church 5
Other Special Offerings 112
Christmas Offering 0
Neighbors in Need 0
TOTAL 446

EUCLID AVENUE CITIZEN CIRCLE
Several members from both EACC and the 
Church of the Covenant continue to meet 
in our parlor every month to welcome 
someone who has recently been released 
from prison.  We sit together in a circle 
and offer this person encouragement, 
support, and resources for �nding housing, 
jobs, or education opportunities.  We met 
rather nervously with our �rst participant, 
but quickly discovered that our method of 
concentrating on his strengths that will lead 
to a better future, instead of his past, opened 
up many possibilities.  

We ask for the prayers of the congregation 
for our participants and for our Circle.  We 
also would appreciate any suggestions you 
could give us about companies that are 
willing to hire people with felony records, or 
available lowcost housing.  Kristine Jackson 
has already spent an evening with us telling 
us about some education and job training 
programs that are available.  If you know 
someone who might like the opportunity 
to come meet with us, please let us know.  
And, of course, if you would like to become 
a member of our Circle, please tell Johnnie 
Mitchell, Kathy Baker, Jewel Green, Nathaniel 
Martin, Calvin Humphrey, or Dean Sieck.  
We know you would �nd the experience 
rewarding. 

HUNGER CENTER
Our congregation has been so generous in its monthly 
Hunger Center donations that we were able to send 
$2,200 to the Cleveland Food Bank recently.  In addition, 
our Hunger Center donations have funded meals for as 
many as 100 people in our 5th Monday Meal program.  
In March, Cloggie Crowder and her team of cooks, 
table setters, servers and dish washers met at Calvary Presbyterian Church and 
served a hot meal to an over�ow crowd.  Another 5th Monday will be coming up 
in June, so we are encouraged to continue to donate our money and time to this 
very worthy cause, co-sponsored by InterAct Cleveland.

All  information on the Healthy Connectors 
table is for YOU. Please take time to puruse 
the table and pick up educational materials 
for yourself or your family. 

Events and activities posted on the bulletin 
board are for your participation. 

An  opportunity to evaluate the Healthy 
Connectors Ministry is being arranged with 
Barbara Baylor, Minister for Health and 
Wellness, UCC;    Church in the World 
Ministry and Healthy Connector members. 
Once con�rmed, the date will be published 
to invite EACC member participation also. 

UNITED BLACK CHRISTIANS
This month, members of the Advisory Board have been 
meeting with the ministers of UBC member churches to obtain 
input on the direction and goals for 2009 and evaluate the 
stated mission of the organization. 

Three basic questions were developed for each interview. If 
you would like to participate in the assessment by answering 
these questions, please see Cloggie Crowder or me. 

The Executive Council of the UCC met last week-end and unanimously af�rmed 
the candidacy of Geoffrey Black for General Minister and President. Some of 
you will recall that Rev. Black participated in a panel discussion at EACC on 
Racial Justice Sunday while serving at the national of�ces, several years ago. 

The delegates at General Synod in June will vote to �call by election� Rev. Black.   
If called, Black will be the second African-American to serve as President of the 
UCC.

Charlene Higginbotham 




