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KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE PRIZE
Keep your eyes on the prize./ Hold on, hold on./  
Keep your eyes n the prize./ Hold on, hold on.

My dog, Dylan, is a ball addict. Yes, you read 
that correctly, a ball addict. We take two 
walks a day, one early morning, one late 
afternoon, but never without a ball. Now, you 
might think, �A dog doesn�t want to play ball 
in the rain.� Think again. Or �what dog wants 
to play ball in the snow?� Mine does.

It is so humorous I have invented names for 
daily ball walks: �snow ball� for play ball in 
the snow, �ice ball�, you guessed it, �misery 
ball� for snow and ice and clouds all together, 
�fast ball� for Canadian highs, �mud ball� for 
March weather, �slime ball� for wet, soggy 
days, etc. Part of the fun of the ball walk is 
inventing the names. 

No matter. What really impresses me though 
is Dylan�s TOTAL concentration on the ball, 
a concentration he maintains every step of 
the walk---unless, of course, he �nds some 
aromatic garbage, a half-eaten burger a 
litter-happy person left on the lawn, some 
sticky candy a child dropped or other 
(unmentionable) delights�

Except for garbage, he keeps his eye always 
on the ball.

What a wonderful image for us as we enter 
the Lenten season. What would it be like for 
you if, on a daily basis, you kept your eyes 
on Jesus, on his teaching, on his will and 
word for you, on HIM, the same way my dog 
Dylan keeps his eye on the ball? What if your 
total focus every day, sun, wind, mud, rain, 
snow, ice, no matter what the weather, inside 
or out, you kept your eyes on him, yes Him, 
capitalized. (I�m still old school.)

What if you could begin to see your 
wanderings from his will and work for you 
as very much the same as my dog�s forays 
into the garbage, all the junk on the road, all 
the things that are not good for you and will 
probably (excuse me) make you vomit later? 
What if you could take his dedication and love 
and passion and near crazed ball behavior as 

a model for your own love and dedication 
and passion and total devotion to�following 
Jesus all the way to Jerusalem?

What difference would it make for your 
Lenten experience? Instead of �ho-hum, I�ll 
muddle through and show up at Easter�, 
what if you really kept your eyes on Jesus, on 
his teachings from the Lectionary readings 
during Lent concerning the meaning of Life 
and Death, about the kind of work he calls 
this church to do, about the real internal 
re�ection you need to be doing if you are 
still eating �street garbage�, about your 
current lukewarm dedication to Him and His 
purposes?

There�s plenty of opportunity to hunker 
down and get focused. Three Bible study 
offerings are open to you during Lent, two on 
Wednesdays: one following the Healing and 
Prayer service, one in the evening; and one 
on Sundays (see articles inside this Beacon). 
Marcia Molmen will be teaching Wednesdays 
at noon; I�ll be teaching Wednesday evenings. 
Al Parks will continue his faithful Sunday 
class. Join us.

Lent is often described as a journey---in Dylan�s 
world, a long ball walk. A journey involves 
risk-taking, surprise and opportunities you 
did not know existed. And we will never 
know, unless we take the �rst step. Worship 
with us every Sunday, join a Bible Study 
class, pray that God will open the eyes of this 
congregation to discover a new mission and 
purpose, but most of all, keep your eyes on 
the prize, Jesus Christ. That�s an addiction 
you need to develop!

Yours in God�s great 
humor and affection, 
Pastor Terri

EUCLID AVENUE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH of the UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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SATURDAY FUN
In February, the Saturday Fun kids and four adults spent one Saturday 
at the Great Lakes Science Center where they made robots at a special 
exhibit.  Lunch and all-day snacking added to their enjoyment of the 
Center.  Then on another Saturday, visitors from Personalized Catering 
gave a �Manners Matter� class to reinforce peer pressure, manners, 
good grooming, and the golden rule.  Tea was served.

The following is the Saturday Fun schedule for March.  

Call Cheryl Wacasey (216-513-8006) or Cecilia Pritchett (216-990-5575) 
by Wednesday to reserve your spot.  Refreshments are served at all 
events.

March 14 � 10:00AM � skating, $5 fee
March 28 � 10:00AM � Historical Society Museum, $5 fee

WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, MARCH 1 

FIRsT SUNDAY IN LENT
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young

Scripture Readings:
Gen 9: 8-17
Ps 25: 1-10

1 Peter 3: 18-22
Mark 1: 9-15

Worship Theme: God’s Loving Paths

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

Preacher: Rev. Al Phillips
Scripture Readings:
Gen 17: 1-7, 15-16

Ps 22: 23-31
Rom 4: 13-25

Mark 8: 31-38 or Mark 9: 2-9
Worship Theme: Always Close 

Amistad Sunday 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Ex 20: 1-17
Ps 20

1 Cor 1: 18-25
John 2: 13-22

Worship Theme: Beautiful Law

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Num 21: 4-9
Ps 107: 1-3, 17-22

Eph 2: 1-10
John 3: 14-21

Worship Theme: No Matter What 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 
FIfTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Jer 31: 31-34
Ps 51: 1-12 or Ps 119: 9-16

Heb 5: 5-10
John 12: 20-33

Worship Theme: Deep in our Hearts

HEALING SERVICES
Our Healing Services, held at noon every Wednesday and open to the 
Cleveland Clinic community as well as our own members, will be continuing 
through Lent.  These services are a blessing of peace and restoration in the 
middle of a busy week.

Then on the fourth Sunday of the month, a healing liturgy is a part of 
our Sunday worship service.  Worshipers are invited to come forward for 
individual prayers and blessings.  The fourth Sunday in March is March 22.

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES
Three times a week during Lent you will have a chance to read, study and 
meditate Scripture with your EACC family.  

Sunday mornings:  Al Parks� ongoing Adult Bible Study group that meets in 
the Conference Room every Sunday before worship at 8:45 AM.

Wednesday afternoons : Our Christian Education Director Marcy Molmen 
will be leading a series on the healing story in Mark 5: 1-20 and its present 
day implications.  This informal class, �Restoring Us to Community through 
Healing,� will meet every Wednesday of Lent right after the Healing Service 
at 12:45 and end at approximately 1:30. Call Marcy at church for more 
information or email her at Marcia.eacc@sbcglobal.net. 

Wednesday evenings:   Starting March 11, �Soup, Salad, Sandwich and  
Scripture� will meet at 6PM for a light supper and then a study of the Lord�s 
Prayer led by Pastor Terri.  Those who want to skip the supper can come at 
6:45 for the program, which will end by 8:00.

NEW MEMBER CLASSES
The second in a series of new member 
classes will be held on March 29. New 
members will be received on Easter 
Sunday, April 12.  There will also be 
baptisms that day.  See Pastor Terri if you 
are interested in either one.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Since 1949, a number of Christian denominations and Church World Service 
have worked together through One Great Hour of Sharing to help provide 
clean water and food, education and health care, micro-credit loans, 
emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement for refugees, all over the 
world.  Our gifts to One Great Hour will be offered on Sunday, March 22.  
Special envelopes will be provided.

EASTER LILIES
Lilies will decorate our sanctuary on Easter Sunday and then 
will be made available at the close of our Easter service for 
distribution to shut-ins or to be brought home.  If you would 
like to order a lily in memory of a loved one or special friend, 
make a check payable to the church, write "lilies" on the 
memo line, indicate on the envelope in which you put the 

check in whose memory you are giving your lily, and place the envelope 
in the collection plate no later than Sunday, March 22.  EACC does not set 
a price for the plants.  When you make your donation, we ask that you 
consider fair market value.
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REPORT FROM CHURCH IN THE WORLD
Church in the World met on Sunday February 15, 2009. Ann 
Drysdale and Eleanore Dees were elected co-chairs. The ministry 
will continue to meet on the 4th Sunday of the month.

According to the Constitution of Euclid Avenue Church, this 
ministry is "�fully committed to outreach and evangelism by 
members through ministry in our local community, region, and 
globally." Further "�this ministry will enable the congregation 
to think and act creatively and forcefully in bringing a just peace 
within our own community and in the world."

The ongoing projects of the ministry are: installation of the 
Peace Pole on the front lawn, continuation of the Fifth Monday 
Meals at Calvary Church, support of the "Steps for Joan" project, 
Citizen Circle, ongoing relationships with Alcoholics Anonymous, 
Cocaine Anonymous, Kenpo, and Restore Cleveland Hope. Our 
outreach includes, Parade the Circle and Circle Fest. Possible 
new efforts are being discussed. This is a vital ministry, which 
invites opportunity to serve.

Ann Drysdale and Eleanore Dees, co-chairs

PERMANENT PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE
At a special meeting of the congregation on February 1, the 
following slate was elected to serve as our Permanent Pastor 
Search Committee:
Adrienne Brockway
Mary Jane Cariens
Eleanore Dees

Calvin Humphrey
John Merritt
Noreen Roderick

Dean Sieck
Nikolas Southgate
Charles Williams

MINISTRY CO-CHAIRS 
At an orientation and training of our �ve Ministries in February, 
co-chairs for each were chosen.  They are:

Christian Education: Al Parks and Cheryl Wacasey
Church in the World: Eleanore Dees and  

Ann Drysdale
Fellowship and Community Life: Annie Buck and Charles 

Williams
Stewardship: Ruby Brooks and Kathie Buckner
Worship and Arts: Juanita LeFloria

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY January & February, 2009

endowment (main  fund) and deposited as instructed.

Portion of gift will be used to defer the cost of purchase & 
installation of carpet tiles in narthex, parking lot and 96th St. 
entrances.

we revisit the 2009 budget after 1st quarter to make needed 
adjustments, if necessary.

feasible.

Clinic as agreed upon prior to construction of Heart Institute.  
Video tape to be reviewed.

authorization was given for dropped ceiling to be installed in 
this area as well as new �oor tiles, where needed.

Nancy Nigosian

WHAT THE KIDS HAVE BEEN LEARNING
The Christian Education classes for 
young people celebrated Black History 
Month by watching tapes of speeches by 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
learning the Biblical basis and historical 
context of his statements.  

On February 1, we watched Dr. King�s 
last speech, given the day before he was 
killed, in which he described his inner 
peace.  He�d �been to the mountain� and �seen the promised 
land.�  Then we read Deuteronomy 34 which describes God 
leading Moses to the mountaintop where Moses saw the 
promised land and then died there on the mountain without 
getting to enter the promised land himself.  For Martin, faith 
in God gave him peace about dying prematurely as long as 
he knew that his people would get to the promised land.

On February 8, we watched a speech in which Dr. King 
told of the death threats he had received�not only threats 
against his own life, but against the lives of his wife and 
children.  We heard his witness that the only solution was 
to pray.

On February 15, John Merritt talked with the teen class 
about his experiences relating to the civil rights movement.

To conclude our celebration, we were privileged to have 
Calvin Humphrey speak with the students about the way 
Martin Luther King �t into the longer struggle for equal 
rights for black people.  Calvin shared some things students 
couldn�t learn from history books, that Martin, for example, 
was a very informal man who wasn�t concerned about titles.  
Professor Humphrey urged the students more than once to 
take advantage of their right to vote and their chance to 
get an education because �people died to win that right for 
you.�

During Lent we will prepare to �nd meaning in the events of 
Holy Week and Easter.  Part of the student�s celebration of 
the Resurrection will be to join the rest of the congregation 
for the entire worship service.

Beginning with a meeting of families and teachers after 
church on March 1, we will make decisions about summer 
camp: what camp, how to raise money, etc.  We�ll need 
plenty of family participation to make this possible for our 
students.

Marcy Molmen 
Christian Education Director
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JANUARY 2009 FINANCIAL  REPORT SUMMARY

Expenses Compared to Budget

January, 2009

January Actual January Expected

INCOME

CONTRIBUTIONS 8,592 10,700
ENDOWMENT INCOME USED 22,334 22,119
OTHER INCOME 1,000 1,008

Total RECEIPTS 31,926 33,827

EXPENSES

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Total  PERSONNEL 20,083 19,094
Total  BUILDING MAINTENANCE 14,569 9,188
Total  OFFICE 634 1,000
Total  OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 1,070 1,976

Total ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 36,356 31,257

PROGRAM & MINISTRIES EXPENSES

Total  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 471 783
Total  FELLOWSHIP & COMMUNITY LIFE MINISTRY 215 358
Total  CHURCH IN THE WORLD MINISTRY 0 246
Total  WORSHIP & ARTS MINISTRY 0 446

Total  PROGRAM & MINISTRIES EXPENSES 685 1,833

Total  EXPENSE 37,042 33,091

Less Spent than Received (More Spent than Received) (5,116) 736 

 YTD OUTREACH SUMMARY 

OCWM 0
Interact 0
Hunger Offerings 150
Great Hour of Sharing 0
Strengthening the Church 0
Other Special Offerings 58
Christmas Offering 0
Neighbors in Need 0

A MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR
As I re�ect on the coming church year, I think of one of 

my favorite poems.  Robert Frost�s �Two Tramps in Mudtime� 
relates the joy of working at a task one loves, in his case 
splitting wood.  While the poet is enjoying his task on a spring 
day, two professional loggers approach him and want to do 
his work for pay.  The resulting con�ict the poet experiences 
causes him to re�ect on the competing claims of love, his claim, 
and need, their claim, to a task.  The poet concludes with these 
remarkable lines:

"Nothing on either side was said.  They knew they 
had but to stay their stay./ And all their logic would 
�ll my head: as that I had no right to play / with what 
was another man’s work for gain.  My right might be 
love, but theirs / was need, and where the two exist is 
twain, theirs was the better right - agreed.

But yeild who will to their separation, my object is 
living is to unite my avocation / and my vocation, 
as my two eyes make one in sight.  Only where love 
and need / are one, and the work is play for mortal 
stakes, is the deed ever really done / For Heaven and 
the future’s sakes.

For Heaven and the future’s sakes."

The word �vocation� is often used as a synonym for �job� 
or �occupation.�  But its roots are theological:  it means �calling,� 
as in what we are called by God to do.  It is why any of us 

contributes our time to the church or to others through our 
church, why we sing in choirs or teach children or prepare food 
to share or feed the hungry or go to meetings.  These activities 
are our response to God�s call, but since they represent choices, 
they are also our pleasure�our vocation and our avocation.  

Yet our commitments can cause us to narrow our 
perspectives and turn our avocation into toil�if we lose sight of 
the crucial dimension of play.  Play consumes and challenges 
us, but for the purpose of pleasure.  Play may even pit us 
against one another, but its end is release from the burdens of 
living, not increasing them.  Jesus said, �Unless you turn and 
become like little children, you cannot enter the Kingdom.�

John Baker announced on Sunday that a gap persists 
between what our estimates of giving supply�and what our 
budget choices require.  Our search committee soon will begin 
its work to select our next settled pastor.  Our aging building 
continues to present challenges.  In short, �mortal stakes� 
abound as we face our future together at EACC.  But let us 
engage these stakes as children of God, at play in the �elds of 
the Lord.

In the faith, Dean Sieck, Moderator

SAVING THE WORLD,  
ONE CUP AT A TIME	
Charlene Higginbotham and Dean 
Sieck suggest that instead of using 
disposable paper cups for our 
coffee at church, everyone bring 
his/her own washable mug from 
home and leave it in the parlor 
kitchen.  Mugs that would be easily 
identi�able would be preferred, 
of course.  Think of all the trees 
we�d be saving, all the land�ll we 
wouldn�t be providing!




