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CALENDAR

  

7:00 PM - C.A.

7:00 PM - C.A.

7:00 PM - C.A.

7:00 PM - C.A VOTE!!
10 AM - Women’s 
Association
4:30 PM - Kenpo 
Martial Arts

 

6:00 PM  
- Gospel Choir 
7:00 PM - A.A

6:00 PM  
- Gospel Choir

8 PM  
- Chancel Choir

8 PM  
- Chancel Choir

6:00 PM  
- Gospel Choir 
7 PM - A.A

8:45 - Adult Study 
10:00 -Worship 
11:30 - Fellowship

“Pink Sunday”
8:45 - Adult Study 
10:00 -Worship
11:30 - Fellowship

Easter 
8:45 - Adult Study 
10:00 -Worship 
11:30 - Fellowship

Palm Sunday 
8:45 - Adult Study 
10:00 -Worship
11:30 - Fellowship
Congregational 
Meeting 

10 AM - Women’s 
Association
4:30 PM - Kenpo 
Martial Arts

10 AM - Women’s 
Association 
4:30 PM - Kenpo 
Martial Arts

9:00AM  
– Ministry Training
2:00 PM - Service 
for Henry Cockfield

 

 

10 AM - Saturday 
Fun
10:00 AM Men’s 
Council

6:00 PM  
- Gospel Choir 
7 PM - A.A

 

7:45AM Gather 
the Women
7:00PM “A 
Woman Called 
Truth”

 

6:00 PM Maundy 
Thursday Service
8 PM  
- Chancel Choir

8 PM 
 - Chancel Choir

10 AM - Women’s 
Association 
4:30 PM - Kenpo 
Martial Arts

10 AM - Saturday 
Fun

Your issue of the Beacon is available on-line in color. 
If you would like to receive your Beacon by way of 
e-mail, and save us the printing and postage costs, 
please call the church office or sign up online at: 
www.eacc-ucc.org/beacon.htm

8:45 - Adult Study 
10:00 -Worship 
11:30 - Fellowship

Fifth Sunday 
Ushers

A sign up sheets for Maundy Thursday volunteers is posted on the bulletin board in the parlor.

The Flower Calendar for 2008 is posted outside the church office door. You are invited to sign up to 
give a fresh floral arrangement on a Sunday that has special significance for you. You may designate 
how you would like the flowers to be distributed following worship. The cost is $45. Make your check 
payable to the church and indicate “Flower Fund” in the memo section of your check

7:00 PM - C.A.

APRIL
Beacon

Deadline:
MARCH. 20



��3/2008 BEACON NEWS FROM BEYOND THE PEWS

 The Daniel F. Romero Border Ministry Center, or Centro 
Romero, opened its doors on December 15th with a 
dedication ceremony honoring its namesake. The center is 
housed in a former UCC church located just blocks from the 
high-fence barricade that separates the United States from 
Tijuana, Mexico.  The center will regularly host church groups-
-ranging ideally in size from 12 to 20--which will lodge in a 
nearby hotel but use the facility for worship, shared meals, 
seminars, discussions and theological reflection.  They will 
have opportunity to experience life on the border and reflect 
theologically on immigration issues.

The Rev. Linda Jaramillo, executive minister of the UCC’s 
Justice and Witness Ministries, compares the new facility to 
the UCC’s longstanding national presence on Capitol Hill in 
Washington D.C., and the Franklinton Center in eastern North 
Carolina, where the denomination has lived out historic 
mandates to advocate for public policies and educate about 
racial justice.

Our own Rev. Carlos Correa Bernier, a member of JWM’s staff 
in Cleveland, has relocated to Southern California and will 
provide program leadership at Centro Romero.

Romero, a former general secretary of the United Church 
Board for World Ministries (now Wider Church Ministries), is 
retiring this month after 37 years in ministry, including 27 
years in southern California-Nevada as a local church pastor, 
Associate Conference Minister and Conference Minister.  His 
uncle and his family started three border ministries and, as 
a child, he spent his weekends on the border. Having a law 
degree as well having graduated from Pacific School of religion, 
he plans, in retirement, to spend more time developing a law 
practice in service to the immigrant community.

 On Jan. 23, at the close of the national setting’s weekly 
worship service, about 60 people huddled around the Amistad 
Chapel’s oblong altar table where 101 prayer journals offered 
by local UCC churches in support of U.S. military personnel 
in Iraq were offered a final blessing before being shipped to 
UCC chaplains serving in Iraq.

The journals included heartfelt prayers, poetic verse, children’s 
artwork, adults’ doodles and scrapbook-like photos, stickers 
and cutouts. They were gathered as part of the UCC’s “100,000 
for Peace” initiative.

The Rev. John H. Thomas, general minister and president, 
asked worshipers to lay their hands on the booklets as he 
prayed, “Bless our prayer journals.  May they ferry sustaining 
comfort and hope to members of the military serving in 
harm’s way. May they assure those who read them that we 
remember and pray for them in our congregations across the 
United States.”

The article from which this information is taken concluded, 
“The journals came from congregations not far from the UCC 
Church House, such as Euclid Ave. Congregational UCC in 
Cleveland, and those far beyond, such as Lihue Christian UCC 
in Hawaii.”

 During the two weeks before Easter, one of the UCC’s 
newest radio ads — “Telephone Tree” — will air more than 165 
times on Sirius Satellite Radio.

Beginning March 10, the 60-second promo spot will air on 
at least four Sirius channels: CNN, Fox News, Sirius Left and 
OutQ.

“Satellite radio will allow the UCC to reach targeted audiences 
on a national scale and to do so in an affordable way,” says the 
Rev. J. Bennett Guess, the UCC’s director of communications. 
“Frankly, this is a new test for us. It will be the first time we’ve 
ever tried satellite radio, so we’ll be interested to see what the 
results will be.”

 John Thomas, general minister and president of the UCC, 
has authored with a nine member working group of scientists 
and theologians a Pastoral Letter on Science and Technology 
that calls the church to “open ourselves and our theology to 
the momentous conceptual changes of our times.” 

“Many today are hungering for an authentic spirituality that 
is intellectually honest and at home in a scientific era,” the 
pastoral letter states. “They are searching for a new kind of 
wisdom to live by, one that is scientifically sophisticated, 
technologically advanced, morally just, ecologically 
sustainable, and spiritually alive.”

The 2,400-word pastoral letter, titled “A New Voice Arising,” 
was distributed in February to each of the UCC’s 5,700 local 
churches. Accompanying materials suggest how churches 
can host opportunities for further study and science-related 
group sharing. The UCC’s blog  devoted the first week of 
February to posts and discussions about religion, science and 
technology.

The UCC also is hosting a sermon-writing contest on science 
and technology for pastors and seminarians, with two $500 
top prizes, and the denomination is asking local churches to 
honor persons working in science-related professions during 
worship services on Sunday, May 18.

The UCC’s pastoral letter has received endorsements from 
prominent scientific leaders.  

Alan I. Leshner, chief executive of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, said the UCC’s effort is a 
“clear support for science...In the same way that UCC states 
that it cannot ignore the context in which it functions, neither 
can the scientific community ignore its societal context,” 
Leshner said. “For this reason, we see a dialogue between 
science and religion as vital.”

Charles Townes, a UCC member who has received both 
the Nobel and Templeton prizes for physics, called the 
pastoral letter “a thoughtful, knowledgeable and perceptive 
discussion of science and religion and growth of their helpful 
interaction.”

Ian G. Barbour, a physicist and theologian who won the 
1999 Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion, said, “This 
is a wonderfully clear summary of the serious challenges 
and exciting opportunities when traditional religious beliefs 
encounter recent discoveries in a range of sciences — from 
cosmology to evolution, brain research and genetics. It is truly 
a ‘pastoral’ letter in addressing personal questions in the lives 
of laypersons today rather than the more abstract debates 
common among theologians or philosophers.”
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HALLELUJAH UNTO GOD’S ALMIGHTY SON.  
PRAISE THE LORD, YE BRIGHT ANGELIC 
CHOIRS, IN HOLY SONGS OF JOY.  EARTH, 
PROCLAIM GOD’S GRACE AND GLORY, 
HALLELUJAH UNTO GOD’S ALMIGHTY 
SON.  PRAISE THE LORD IN HOLY SONGS 
OF JOY.

 LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (FROM CHRIST ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES)




